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What would a 90-minute Math block look like?  Here is a sample configuration created by an elementary school in Putnam County:
· 20 minutes every day for computational practice—whole numbers only

· 40 minutes every day for introduction of new concepts as big themes

· 15 minutes every day for use of a Numeracy Center and focused inquiry

· 15 minutes 3 days per week for Drill and Practice games/vocabulary strategies/FCAT practice, etc.

· 15 minutes 2 days a week for the collection, organization, and analysis of data

Some basic premises:

· All units/chapters on computation will be done within the 20-minute daily practice. 

· There will NEVER be a "6-week unit on multiplication!"

· Big themes can include topics such as Patterns, Models, Fractions/Decimals/Percents, Geometry, Measurement, etc.

· Two-weeks before FCAT, an "FCAT Review Spiral" will be completed, incorporating every single mathematics benchmark in a blended thematic unit (see example).

· Do you wait till January to teach a unit on "Phonics?"  Why wait to teach computation?  Computation should be an ongoing practice.

· [image: image2.emf]"Collecting and organizing data is not a unit to be taught—it is an ongoing classroom procedure!"
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